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Lands End Farm early 19th century

" Church Hill vicinity

Private

Lands End Farm stands on what is believed to be
the site of Ogle Town, an 18th century settlement on
the Chester River. No physical evidence has been found
of the town, but the farm remains an important
archeological site. :

The frame wing of the main house at Lands End is
reputedly 18th century, but a fire and later renova-
tions have obscured any evidence of fabric dating
earlier than the early 19th century. A carefully
preserved post-and-plank meat house in the side yard
probably dates to the second quarter of the 19th
century. '
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Lands End Farm stands at the northernmost end
of Wilmer Neck, a peninsula bounded by the Chester
River on the west, Southeast branch on the north, and
on the east by Island Creek. The house and farm
buildings overlook the Chester River and are located
in the center of what is believed to be the site of
Ogle Town, a "ghost town" that was established in
1732, but apparently never thrived and eventuélly
disappeared.

The main house and the majority of the farm
buildings all date to the 20th century, but the -
southwest wing of the house is reputed to be 18th
century, and a large post-and-plank meathouse,
probably dating to the mid-19th century, still stands
to the southeast of the house.

The wing has been through several renovations,
and has been modernized in recent years., Very‘little
early fabric remains exposed, and what little could
be examined was ambiguous,

Of frame construction, this building is one-and-
one-half stories high with a central chimney. The
overall dimensions of the original section are 22 feet

by 30 feet. A wing has been added to the rear, and

'ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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7.1 DESCRIDPTION

the extefior sidiné, roof, éornice;-and windows are
modern.,

The interior is laid out in a tWo~rpom plan,
with_the-chiﬁneyicentered on the partitibn wall,
facing the northeast room. A small stairway in the
south corner of this room leads to the second floor.

. The cellar is.médern, consisting of a concrete
,bldck foundation and a concrete élab floor. The sills
are hewn, and the joisﬁs are’ pit sa@n,-bﬁt there is
'no further evidence to aid in dating.

The roof is of common rafter construction secured
at. the ridge with a pegged mortise and tenon joint.
The collars are half—lapped and nailé@ with machine
nails; énd also serve as ceiling joists. The nailers
for the room are:narrow and very uniform, and may not
abe.originél. The gable studs are seéured with machine
nails. - The interior of the roof structure has been
heavily scorched by a fire. The damage is uniforﬁ
throughbut the accessible portgdn of the roof, ana

\ : :
éhggests a flash of fire from a\§0urce on onc of the
lower floors, which was extinguiéﬁgd before irreparable

damage was done to the roof.
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7.2 DESCRIPTION-

There is not éﬁfficient evidence to propose . a
dafe-for tﬁis house. It clearly predateé’the larger
house adjoining it, but the only clearly dateable
evidence éonsists of the maqhine nails in the roof,
which could easiiy have been rebuilt in the nineteenth
century. Pit sawn joists and hewn silis could suggest

an earlier date, but are still found as late as the

mid-19th century.

Meathouse .
The meat house is annroximately fourteen feet by

sixteen feet, and rests on mod9rn brick_piers at the

edge of the driveway. It is of post and plank construction,

covered with wiae vertical planks and wood shingles.

The gable roof ié'épproximatély 45 degrees in pitch.

There is one door in the centef of the northwest

gable.‘ This is very wide and low, only four feeﬁ,

eieven inches high.' The door is not original, bué

is hung on large wrought iron é@rap hinges and pintels.
" This building apﬁears to bgVa rather late example

of post and plank construction, tfﬁified by smaller

logs hewn.on.all four sides, rather than being pit

sawn from a large hewn log. They average 6% inches

%L
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7.3fDE§CRIpTION

by 4% inches. They are moftised into corner pbst

and secured with pegs driven in from the ocutside,

" There are no intermediate posts, and no downbhraces.
The spaces'between the logs have heen filled with
split scraps of wood and brickbats and plastered.

The ceiling joists are hewn, ana support a flat false
plate. Machine sawn.common rafters are mortise and
tenoned at the ridge and secured with a peg. There .is
a double set of collars half-dovetailed into the
rafter pairs and secured with machine nails. Thé
éable studs are mort1 sed into the top plate at the bo tom
and nalled at the top with machine nails. Plain
‘horizontal weatherboards cover the exterior face of
the gable studs,.and these have in turn been.covered
with wood shingles. - The wide floorboards are nailed
to round log sleepers. The top face of each Sleeper
has been hewn flat, and mortises cut at each end, |

but - the bark is left on.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

L.ands End Farm stands on what is believed to
be the sight of Ogle Town, an 18th century settlement
on the Chester River. Although no physical evidence
has yet been found of the town, this is an important
archeplogical site. The house that stands on this
site is reputed to ke 18th century, but positive
dating evidence is lacking. It seems unlikely that
this house is early enough to be the only remaining
structure of Ogle Town, and may even'date to the
nineteenth century. The post and plank meat house
is of particular interest, providing a well-preserved
and carefully maintained example of a type of
construction that was thought to be extremely rare in
Tidewater Maryland, but is appearing with increasing
frequency. This particular structure exhibits a
number of features which are useful in establishing
a progression of characteristics that can be used

in dating similar buildings.

e~
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FORM PREPARED BY
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Orlando Ridout V, Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE
Queen Anne's County Historical Society 8/22/78
STREET & NUMBER ) TELEPHONE
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Centreville Maryland 21617

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Mary McCarthy
Spring/Summer 2003
Digital color photo on file at MHT
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s End Farm

Hill vicinity., Md.
i 1978 (MHT)

NW facade







QA-305 Lands End Farm: Meathouse
church Hill vicinity, MD

orlando Ridout V, 1978 (MHT)

NW Gable, camera facing SE




